How much does it cost to decorate
a 3 bedroom house in the UK?
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Decorating a 3-bedroom house in the UK is an exciting venture that can significantly enhance your
living space. However, understanding the costs involved is crucial for effective planning. This article
explores the various factors influencing the cost of decorating, with a focus on hiring professionals
like painters and decorators in Chiswick, Chelsea, Kensington, Ealing, and other parts of London.

Factors Influencing the Cost of Decorating

The cost of decorating a 3-bedroom house depends on several factors, including:

1. Quality of Materials
2. Labor Costs

3. Scope of Work

4. Location

Quality of Materials

The choice of materials plays a significant role in the overall cost. High-quality materials may be
more expensive but offer better durability and a superior finish. Here’s a breakdown of some
common materials:

e Paint: Premium paints can cost between £15 to £30 per litre, while standard options range
from £10 to £20 per litre.

e Wallpaper: Designer wallpaper ranges from £40 to £150 per roll, whereas more affordable
options are available between £10 and £30 per roll.



e Flooring: Hardwood flooring might cost between £50 to £100 per square meter, while
laminate or vinyl options range from £10 to £40 per square meter.

Labor Costs

Labor costs vary depending on the complexity of the work and the expertise required. Hiring skilled
professionals like painters and decorators in Chiswick, Chelsea, and other parts of London ensures
a high-quality finish but comes at a higher price. On average:

Painters and Decorators Chiswick: Charge between £15 to £25 per hour.

Painters and Decorators Chelsea: Charge around £20 to £35 per hour.

Painters and Decorators Kensington: Typically charge between £20 to £30 per hour.
Painter and Decorator Ealing: Charge around £15 to £25 per hour.

Painter and Decorator London: Can charge between £20 to £40 per hour, depending on
their experience and reputation.

Scope of Work

The extent of the decorating project will significantly impact costs. A comprehensive overhaul that
includes painting, wallpapering, and new flooring will be more expensive than simple cosmetic
changes.

e Full Redecoration: This includes painting, wallpapering, and new flooring, typically costing
between £5,000 to £10,000 for a 3-bedroom house.

e Partial Redecoration: Focuses on specific areas like the living room and master bedroom,
costing between £2,000 to £5,000.

Location

The cost of decorating can vary based on the location of the property. Areas like Chelsea,
Kensington, and other parts of London generally have higher rates due to the higher cost of living.

e London Areas: Decorating costs in London can be 20-30% higher than the national
average.
e Qutside London: Prices tend to be lower, making decorating more affordable.

Room-by-Room Cost Breakdown

To give a more detailed estimate, here’s a breakdown of costs for each room:
Living Room

Painting: £300 - £700
Wallpapering: £200 - £500
Flooring: £500 - £1,500
Furniture: £1,000 - £3,000
Total: £2,000 - £5,700

Master Bedroom

e Painting: £200 - £600
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Wallpapering: £150 - £400
Flooring: £300 - £1,000
Furniture: £800 - £2,000
Total: £1,450 - £4,000

Additional Bedrooms

Painting: £150 - £500 per room
Wallpapering: £100 - £300 per room
Flooring: £200 - £800 per room
Furniture: £500 - £1,500 per room
Total: £950 - £3,100 per room

Tips for Reducing Costs

Decorating a house can be expensive, but there are ways to manage and reduce costs effectively:

1. DIY Where Possible: Undertaking some tasks yourself, like painting or assembling furniture,
can save on labor costs.
2. Shop Sales and Discounts: Look for deals and discounts on materials and furniture.
3. Prioritize Needs Over Wants: Focus on essential areas first and consider upgrading non-
essential areas later.
4. Use Existing Furniture: Refurbish or repurpose existing furniture to save money.
Conclusion

Decorating a 3-bedroom house in the UK involves careful planning and budgeting. The total cost can
vary widely based on the quality of materials, labor costs, scope of work, and location. By
understanding these factors and making informed choices, you can achieve a beautifully decorated
home that meets your aesthetic preferences and budget.
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